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universality of the Christian faiths they practice, the globalized work they 
perform, and the civic and social networks they establish. 

M i r C A  M A d i A n o U  A n d  d A n i E l  M i l l E r

Migration and New Media:
Transnational Families and Polymedia
london and new york: routledge, 2012. 183 pages.

Because overseas labor migration physically separates members of a family, 
often for an extended period, this book investigates how despite the distance 
mothers care for their children and the families they leave behind. Using 
ethnographic data from the Philippines, the authors illustrate how the 
emergence of new media has revolutionized transnational communication 
and the maintenance of relationships, but also how relationships have 
shaped media. Email, instant messaging, social networking sites, webcam, 
and texting, which “individuals tailor to their own interpersonal relationship 
needs” (122), have enabled migrants to “practice intensive mothering at a 
distance” and “maintain and negotiate a plurality of roles and identities” 
(83). Moreover, the book aims to make a wider theoretical contribution 
by developing a theory of polymedia as its response to the need for a 
“framework for understanding the rapidly developing and proliferating 
media environment and its appropriation by users” (3). It argues that, as 
more people are able to afford media, “the situation of polymedia amounts to 
a re-socialising of media itself, in which the responsibility for which medium 
is used is increasingly seen to depend on social and moral questions rather 
than technical or economic parameters” (3). Arguing that “communication 
technologies and relationships are mutually constitutive” (150), the authors 
build their case for a theory of mediated relationships based on the proposition 
that all relationships are intrinsically mediated, seen most acutely in the 
condition of prolonged separation in migrant families. Thus new media and 
relationships mediate each other, but “what is also mediated is the whole 
project of migration” (146).




