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BOOK REVIEWS 

The authors, comparing the Aglipay period with the present, find 
great reason for optimisni among Catholics. They several times men- 
tion the large number of archbishops m d  bishops, and how many of 
them are Filipinos. No doubt this is a certain mark of progess, but the 
g-rim f i ~ u r e s  cited from Cavanna will bid fair to stifle any intern- 
perate cheering. In 1900 there were about 826 Filipino priests and 
about 7 million Catholics. Today there are somewhat less thar: twice 
the number of Filipino priests (about 1600) and almost three times as 
many Catholics. On the other hand, it probably would not be difficult 
today to swell the ranks with subjects as  c ;~dess ly  admitted as Aglipay. 

The story of Aglipayanism IS a sol-~ring one. The Catholic C:~urch 
came nesr to being reduced to the status of s minority sect. Aglipayan- 
ism had every advantage. I t  rode high on the wave of nationalism. 
It had strong, even violent. support from Filipino government officials. 
American authorities were to some extent friendly; Protestanta wel- 
comed it as  a noble rejection of the Scarlet Woman. The hlasons loved 
it. Against all these forces was the old Church labelled as foreign, 
captained by maligned Spanish religious. If i t  has survived in its pre- 
sent splendor, by an ironic quirk of history it is due principally to the 
fairness of a Supreme Court decision rendered by six Justices, three 
of whom were American Protestants. 

RELIGIOUS RE%7~LUTIo~ IN THE IYHIL~PPINES carries three appendices, 
a copious bibliography, chronolcgical tables compa?ing dates in AgIi- 
pay's life with dates of nationnl events, and finally three detailed in- 
dices, one of persons, one of places and the thiyd of subject matter, 
This apparatus forms a fitting crown of scholarly perfection to a tho- 
roughly competent job. 

CATHOLICISM FOR EVERYMAN 

THE IDEA O F  CATHOLICISM. An Introduction to the Thought 
and Worship of the Church. Edited by Walter J. Burghardt, 
SJ., and William F. Lynch, S.J. New York: Meridian Books, 
Inc., 1960. 479p. 

In the last few years a number of "introductions to Catholicism" 
have appeared in English; elsewhere in this issue one such introduc- 
tion, CHRIST IN US, is reviewed in some detail. Now Meridian has 
given us THE IDEA OF CATHOLICISM, a book which, by all standards, 
deserves a place with the very best. "After all," the Preface tells 
us, "there can be a book on Catholicism for eve1.y man." The "serious 
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man of books" ( i t  is for him that  this work was intended) should 
find here solid fare for thought and study, excellently prepared and 
just as excellently presented. The names of the editol-s are already 
an  assurance of quality: Father Waltel* Burghardt of ~ Y d s t o c k  
College, patristic scholar and ma~laging editor of THEOLOGI(:AL STUDIE'S, 
and Father Williain F. 1,ynch of Geo~.gc;etown Uniremity, who has 
within the last few years published several important \\-orkrr-Tnfz 
IMAGE INDUSTIUES, CIIRIBT ASD APOtIl), and a valuable study of 
Plato's metaphysics. What Fathers Burghardt and 1-gnch have tried 
to do is "to provide the serious student of Catholicism, . . . Catholir 
or non-Catholic, with those materials wh.ich will put him in basic and 
salid contact with the theobgy and prayer of the Chul-ch." For theit. 
point of  focus they haw c h m n  "thr idea and I-eality of Christ": 
Christ, His Person and His Church. " T h i ~  book wishes to say that 
these two things, Christ and the Chut.ch, r i m  ?.eligion; they al.c> not 
parts of it but dominate it and clcfine it as  God scws it. They either 
cancel out evely other form or bring it to perfect fl.uition." 

Father Lynch's "The Catholic Idea," the key essay in the volunle, 
enlarges on this central theme. Enlarges on it, \vc niay aclti, with 
depth and eloclucnce. 

To nu4n.v these  t w o  new t h i n r s  lCh:i,-t :in11 t h r  Church1 stzrn,. ; ~ t  1rx.t or! t he  
auri'rlep. only la tIi+turi, t h c  a o n d ~ : r ,  t he  mejcnty. the  l ~ u r i l y  of tht? snul'x hontl 
w i t h  its M;ikvr. T h i s  new ua i r  oi tul.lns ;rppears  ~ u d d c n l y  o u t  of his tory:  they  are 
hoth vovrre81 with :ill t h c  rt.;llity R I U I  i,lnnrl :ind ~ l u i t  o i  t h r  t)n--?. Thertafore iheg  
;n,r :I, ilrrlridcl to  t h e  rn:~thtninriral  int*liirnnrc. 111' I:III. t ime. who.-r ~ i r t . ;  h n v t ~  nofhinrr 
11, \virh the harrdlitly nl' l l l u ~ # l  : I I I ~  I I U ~ L .  ( I ?  wi th  :I Chri5t who  w i l ~  h ( ~ r n  R L  111 
unrrwrli<.liil)le ye:lr, or. wi th  :I rnt11.i.h v l ; ~ i l n i ~ ~ z  t o  I*, without  rl,nt. o r  wrinl;lc 11ut 
vorzertvl on ~ h , .  outcirlc. n i l h  ;ill t h e  yl.itnr,ful i.t.;rlit,v o f  t h e  re:iUer :ind Ihc, xvrilcr: 
they a i ! , ~  :11-o : t  S I . ~ I I ~ : I I  I,, t \ < : y  glc>vot<t. t $ f  I ~ I ~ C  : ~ n < l  unpoiluti~il ?c4ixit:n, tIl:~f, i~ t o  
ss~y.  ;*I1 t h . ~  i t  . . . \\hi<,!! o:tnll,:1 IOIS,I,:LI<., t11<, inv:wi,tn '>I' tht, ~ I o r i n ~ l s  
t v t n i ~ l ~ ~  01. s , ! i ~ ~ i o n  11) hi.-tw.y,  it^ II-I<,II ,  I , ,  . , ~ ~ . ~ ~ : I I I I < , ~ I ~ ~ .  1 1 )  s;~Il. t'i-h, n>iIor .  lby hrv:atI 
I w i n  I ~ i .  If i +  r .~ :~~ . ! l : :  !hi;; :< . i ; r t . t :~ l  that h;i- 1,tr.n ~~r r t l i f . f ed  :,nrl r l t , r~la~. i~d 
fi-i>rn lhc, z,t,x;rtr8it!,-: %VG, !,\?:,,.!I , -  (-I? ' I < ,v i~< , ih ,* : :  t o  1\34,  , l t : \ v ~  :L , ~ ~ , - < ~ # ~ I I ! ~ ; + K # ~ -  

I ~ < . I I I ,  tc> !h< ,  (;c~nlilc . ' ,. f,,ii .:' . . . . .l'hc - 3  f w o  l!i:lorit.:ai r;ir.t* : t w .  l h t . ~ . + ~ S i t ~ ~ . ,  
Ihv , Y B I I I ~ : ~ ~ ~ ,  ! I < .  ;<lc>y. : ::*I : I : ( ,  1 I C I I  I ~ I T L  ( ' :~; i~oLc; .n~.  . . . 111 ~?h:,i-l ( ; , $ , I  : L I I ~ I  I I I : , ~ ~  

~ I < v !  : ~ v , I  : (,  vtnc i w  t s , ) ,  : , ! I . :  : I , ( ,  ('hc1ir.h , , \ ; I ~ I I I :  t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ : l e ~ l ~ ,  : ~ ~ ; i ~ ~ ~ l ; : l ~ ~ u ~ I y ,  t < r  trc 
C ~ I  i.1 flit: :$ !:. ! I P , : .  I 

IV ,~  \ \ : i :  7811 ~ l r ~ t ! ~  ..t;::,cl ( h : - I .  <>,,  , , uh? ! , .  t ! t> tv  1,'. i ~ i I , ~ ' c ~ t < , i l  in T l i n ~ ,  I I I I I ~ I  w e  
T , L t s ~ i ~ c  ;,, .: I,.,. th:!: I \ $ ,  I :  . b s '  . I  ( . I , :  ,IS I!,', ~ r ~ . \ \ t . -  I,, lk,;,! quv..tion. l i t .  d o ~ s  
,,,,f rjlf.:i,, ..,,!v,,:II~,I..~ , I I~ ' ' '  -.I,, C:, t : t % .  qb:1! c w  ; n  :, 8lii!<~~t*11! < I ' i w t i o ~ i .  r1.tt1n th:t: 
,,t,;,.h I,,. ~yi.k-. l i , .  \v . k t ,  : ( ,  ( i r s < ~ > t ~ t  lhc, I ~ > ? v , - >  f,!' l ~ r ~ ~ : \ v l ~ ~ l ~ t ! .  Tht, Gml r d  S f .  
> ; u l  h:t:: t ~ , i : ~ l , l i ~ l ~ ~ r l  t f i -  ; , I , I o ~ L ~ v  2.1,. 3 , )  ~ 2 , )  v..:,,<.Ll>. thi-. to l((t<i ,I8 t o  f,,tlol ,VIW- 

~r~&ournrxr .  Rut For. this  it i. nera. -:*1.\ to rlrirt. us I,clow nncl nhn\.c tht. wi*tlnm of 
o u r  e;~ft,yur.iej, o u r  t rntat ivt .  rh in t l i z  knowlctlxe, l e low every r n n ~ r i v ; ~ l > l e  brilliance 
;incl ,~.\:~,c.~.icrtre. elown in to  ttlc ~ l c l \ t h -  of hv inz  itself, i n to  a un ion  n o t  unobecvvant  
of ~~l,ec.r\~:rnc~e ;%nd ..IcRI. knowle,lxc-. t ~ u t  c1eel)er atill :h:m these. (pp. 62-68) 

This hook's mission, wr are told, is to show how. Chi-kt's own 
vocation is to he the Mediator. standing midway hetween the etejnal 
life of the T~ini ty  ancl that ~ t c rna l  life which will be given to us  in 
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Heaven, and "giving life to all things in-between." Surely a n  ambi- 
t.ious mission, but THE IDEA OF CATHOLICISM - thanks to the painstak- 
ing labor that has obviously gone into its making-is probably as well- 
equipped a s  any one book can be to fulfill its vocation. 

A word about the content of the volume: The first part of THE 
IDEA OF CATHOLICI~M brings together 18 studies - by almost a s  many 
writers - in Catholic thought. 

There is first a discussion of the religious problem: the meaning 
for  man, cspeciallg man today, of God transcendent and immanent; 
human reason and belief; Chlistian morality as "~~sponsibility in 
Christ," loving commitment to the following of Christ. Secondly, the 
centla1 thesis is taken up: religion is Christ and His Church. The  
next section traces the major themes of the, history of salvation 
through the Sacrtsd Scriptulaes: these themes at% shown a s  converging 
on Christ who is their focal point. A sort of triptych on the 
mystery of Christ follaws: the Incarnation, the Mystical Body, Christ 
and the Christian. The p e a t  dogmas of Catholicism are  then pre- 
sented: Ulo Trinity, the Church, Mary a s  tgpus Eceleeiae, the sacra- 
ments, the Mass and the eucha~istic presence of the Lord, the papacy 
and the hierarchy. The f irst  part  concludes with a description of the 
Christian life a s  a journeying to man's eternal destiny-in and 
through Christ and the Christian community. 

The seeond part (somewhat of a novelty) is an enchiridion af 
some basic texts of Catholicisln: various creeds and symbols (from 
I'eter's confession of faith a t  Ckesarea Philippi to the creed of the 
Council of Trent) ; the complete text of the Christmas midnight Mass 
and the ~,ites for all seven sacraments; selected psalms, liturgical 
prayers and a sampling of more familiar devotional-forms; spiritual 
tlocuments, mainly excerpts from the writings of the saints; selected 
passages from the pronouncements of modern Popes, especially Pius 
XII, on the relationship of the Church to thc problems of our contem- 
porafy world. These last 180-odd paps  are, the editors tell us, "an 
attempt to form a little library of essential things." 

We might single out, almost a t  random, a few selections: D o n  
Charlier's "The Word of God" (45  pages of his CHMST~AN APPROACH 
TO THE BIBLE have been ~eproduced) ifi a noteworthy compendium of 
recent writing on biblical themes. Salet's meditation on the Trinity 
(which has long clamored for  translation), Ffinoit's study on the 
Eucharist, Karl Adam and Yves de Montcheuil on the papacy and 
the episcopacy - all are happy choices. Yves Congar's "The Oneness 
of the Church" - although in one or two instances its phrasing and 
its emphases perhaps betray its pre-Myatici Corporis origin- 
is an illuminating analysis on the structure of the Church. The schen~a 
reproduced in this chapter is funclamental in Cangar's own ecelcsiolo- 
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gical thought and one is grateful i t  has been made available here. 
The editors' own contributions are aniong the high points of the book: 
surely Father Lynch's beautiful and moving chapter calls for several 
thoughtful readings; Father Burghardt's admirable "Tkeotokos: the 
Mother of God" has already won high, and u-ell-merited, praise since 
its first publication in 1956. - If we may be allowed to cavil: per- 
haps something more recent (and something less committed to de la 
Taille) on the theology of the Mass could have been found. 

In  all, then, a valuable book, one which will probably become 
a standard work in its genre. One, certainly, which every library 
would do well to have on its shelves. There are few books a l ~ u n d  
better calculated to do to death the notion that Catholicism is "a 
narrow servitude for the mind." We might add that  an amazing 
amount of matter has been crammed into these pages, and as  we 
have already said, most of i t  really execellent. The publishers, loo, 
have done well by this book; printing, layout, binding, jacket - the 
whole volume has been handsomely turned out. May i t  find a welcome, 
then, among many, many readers: men of books and study, especially, 
who have so much need of hearing i ts  intelligent and articulate witness 
to Christ. 

GOVERNMENT IN CONTEXT 

OF MAN AND POLITICS. By Otto Rutz. New York: Rinehart 
and Company, 1960. viii, 296p. 

This book is designed as  an introduction to the p~inciples, institu- 
tions, and praatices of government. However, the author's purpose is 
a much broader one. "My purpose," he says, "has been not only 
to introduce the reader to an array of political facts but, in so doing, 
to stimulate him to reflect upon those facts in their most meaningful 
possible philosophical, historical, and analytical contexts." 

After a n  introductory chapter defining and illustrating the mean- 
ing of politics, the book is divided into three major parts. Pa r t  One 
traces the ideas, ideals, and objectives that philosophically and his- 
torically underlie our twentieth-century politics Part  Two describes 
how these ideas, ideals, and objectives are applied in the govei-nmental 
structures and political processes of the United States, Great Britain, 
France. Germany, the Soviet Union, and the underdeveloped countrier. 
A concluding chapter examines some of the key aspects of present-day 


