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I 

It was t o  be expected that these Discourses should be alto- 
I gether in keeping with the religious spirit of his time and bear 
: the marks of the ardent and simple piety that are so characteristic 
, of the works of Kempis, and appeal directly to the affections. 

In this work the venerable author, while interspersing with 
his thoughts and exhortations an abundance of appropriate texts 

1 of Scripture, is eloquent in his praise of the exalted dignity of 
God's Holy Mother, the surpassing holiness and virtues that adorn 
her blessed life, her joys and sorrows, and the high place that is 
hers in heaven as Queen of Angels and Saints, and extols the power 
of her intercession, as well as the maternal care and blessings that 
she so liberally bestows upon those of her clients who are tenderly 
devoted to herself and her Divine Son. 

The prayers that are added will excite devotion, while the 
examples show how Our Blessed Lady rewards those that go to 
her with confidence. 

A critical edition of the Opera omnia of Kempis was published 
by Herder in eight volumes a t  the beginning of the century. An 
English translation of the same was begun soon after in London 
published (I believe) by Kegan Paul. The present translation is 
therefore not the first to appear in English. I t  is perhaps a useful 
translation but, i t  must be said, not very distinguished. 

THE ART OF SYMBOL-MAKING 

THE LITERARY SYMBOL. By William York Tindall. New 
York. Columbia University Press. 1955. Pp. 278. 

Philosophers of literature assure us that symbol-making is 
man's natural activity and condition. This interest in symbols, 
whether as a way of presenting reality or  a way of apprehending 
it, is rooted deep in the human instinct. From the days of the mist- 
shrouded, charcoal-sketching cavemen to the era of our desolated 
artists who try in their tormented writings to give body to the 
horrors and agonies of our cultural wasteland, man has ever been 








