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entirely Chinese nor entirely Asian, but ‘strong’ enough to withstand a
pure Chinese racial and cultural onslaught. The bourgeois Overseas
Chinese cannot be expected to be anything but fair-weather allies while
they are deprived of basic human rights and surrounded by fear and
hatred. China herself cannot be expected to feel sympathetic to the
world while the world is patently not sympathetic towards her. Nor
can we in the West make the world around us a safer and better place
unless we make a supreme effort to involve ourselves in the welfare of
the world, and not just the welfare of our own countries. (p. 249).
A thoughtful reader will sift from these lines certain food for reflection
with regard to constructive policies towards the Chinese in Southeast Asia.

Charles J. McCarthy, $.J.

MUSLIMS IN THE PHILIPPINES. By Cesar Adib Majul. Quezon City:
Published for the Asian Center by the University of the Philippines Press,
1973. ix, 392 pp.

Those familiar with Dr. Majul’s writings on Philippine Islam over the
last decade have long awaited this history of the Muslim Filipinos to the
end of the nineteenth century by a Filipino Muslim scholar at home in the
European-language, Arabic, and Filipino source materials. They will not be
disappointed, for this is an important book, and if not definitive, will be
the necessary starting point for any future study of Muslim Filipino history.
Placing the history of Philippine Islam in the larger context of Southeast
Asian Islam, Majul has moved away from the Hispanocentric perspective
and made considerable use of Dutch printed and manuscript sources hitherto
unused by historians of the Philippines. This is especially important for the
periods when the Spanish presence was absent from Mindanao and Sulu,
periods till now largely unknown because absent from Spanish writings.

The periodization of the book is essentially that earlier set out by Majul
in his article, ‘““The Role of Islam in the History of the Filipino Pepple,”
(Asian Studies 4 {1966}, 303—315), though asa history the book effectively
comes to an end with the Revolution of 1896. A preliminary chapter
attempts the reconstruction of the chronology of the Maguindanao and
Sulu sultanates, based largely on the tarsilas, but complemented by certain
later European sources. The second chapter is concerned with the spread of
Islam in the Malay-populated lands of Southeast Asia, and specifically in
the Philippines to the coming of the Spaniards. After a third chapter which
sets general perspectives on the relations between Spaniards, Christian
Filipinos and Muslim Filipinos, the heart of the book is to be found in the
chapters dealing with the so-called “Moro Wars”, punctuated by two inter-
mediary chapters dealing chiefly with Maguindanao-Sulu relations with
other European and Asian powers. The ninth chapter on the political



