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century progressed was culturally American and English-speaking. 
Spain, to whose culture and language the Church so long remained 
attached through her missionaries, had no model of modernization, 
except anticlerical liberalism. Catholic Spain during the first half of 
the twentieth century offered only a model based on integrist tradi
tionalism. It is not my intention to pass judgment on the spiritual 
effects of the Church's ministry during this time, as something not 
accessible to historical methodology, nor to pass judgment on the 
dedication of Spanish vs. American missionaries, or those of any other 
nationality. Rather I shall simply seek to show the effects of the 
dominant politico-cultural attitudes on the relationships between 
Church and civil society. 

FIRST PHASE: WITHDRAWAL AND 

REDEPLOYMENT: 1903-20 

Taft, as is well known, believing that otherwise there would be no 
peace with the elite on whom the American policy of conciliation 
depended, made serious efforts to get the Holy See to withdraw all 
friars. Though unsuccessful in the formal negotiations to obtain this 
goal, Taft noted, with apparent surprise, in 1904 that not only had 
the great majority of friars left the country, but the larger part of 
those who remained had withdrawn from the parishes and were 
retired in Manila or engaged in education. Even the Jesuits and other 
nonfriar Spanish priests withdrew from the Philippines in consider
able numbers.2 

It might then seem that the goal of the Filipinization of the Church 
was substantially achieved. But paradoxically, in many ways it may 
be said that the opposite was now taking place, or about to take place, 
as far as the future directions of the Church were concerned. Neither 
the first American bishops nor their European successors nor, least of 
all, their Spanish-educated Filipino colleagues made any real effort to 
Americanize the Philippine church.3 As to the Filipino bishops, apart 
from the appbintment of Jorge Barlin in 1906, who died three years 

2. William H. Taft, The Church and Our Government in the Ph11ippines (Notre Dame, 
Ind.,[1904]), pp. 34-36, 42. In fact, though refusing Taft a formal withdrawal of the 
friars, informally the Holy See agreed that no friar would be sent to a parish that was 
unwilling to receive him. See John N. Schumacher, S.J., "Clmrch and State in the Nine
teenth and Twentieth Centuries," in H. de la Costa, S.J. and John N. Schumacher, S.J., 
Church and State: the Philippine Experience (Manila: Loyola School of Theology, 1976), 
pp. 38-39. 

3. Apart from the three bishops mentioned, all those appointed to Philippine dio
ceses before 1916 were Americans with the exception of Bishop Giuseppe Petrelli in 
Llpa, who was simultaneously acting as charge d'affaires in the apostolic delegation 
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